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city of the Union. I find that the Evangelical Alliance at their
last meeting have invited me to address them on the " Army "
on Monday afternoon at 2. There were 350 ministers present
and the invitation was unanimous. One Congregational Min-
ister saying that they not only owed it to General Booth but to
themselves that they should hear me.

This will be perhaps the most important meeting I have held,
as there may be some 400 or 500 ministers and big people pres-
ent. I cannot ask you to pray for me, because the meeting will
be over before you get this. I may send you a wire to say
how I get on at Boston; if I do, you will better understand
it after this.

I want an hour this morning to pull myself together for that
meeting. If it goes off well it will powerfully influence New
York.

I am sure we are right, " Practical Godliness" is our
theme. Let us push it with pen and tongue and example.

Ah, how a minister assured me yesterday that he had been
blessed by your Aggressive.1 The ministers must be a better
sort here as it relates to personal religion. They seem so much
more free, and yet the state of much of the professing world
must be very awful.

I have had a good night's sleep. Am not doing the after-
noon meeting at Augusta where we are bound next. Dowdle
goes on to do it early this morning, and I go on at noon. Is
not that good of me?

I came here, Washington, Saturday night. It is, as you
know, the Capital City of the States. The seat of Govern-
ment, a great centre of learning, wealth, "fashion, and influence.
We have only a young Corps here, twelve months old. Still
they gave me a good reception on Saturday night, and we
marched through the principal part of the City. A crowded
meeting followed, at which I spoke with only little liberty;
could not get: away. How mysterious these hard times are.
I was sorry afterwards, as I learned that influential people
were there. You cannot judge your audiences in this country
from appearances. For instance, you cannot tell which are
ministers from their dress. Yesterday afternoon there sat
opposite me three of the leading ministers of the City, two of
them D.D.'s, and but for their close attention and a certain
refinement of feature I should not have supposed them to be
ministers. Indeed, in the Old Country I should have said it
was not so. They dress just as ordinary business men and
often very shabby and slouchy.

1 Aggressive Christianity, by Catherine Booth,